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Subject Social Studies Government Lessons in Democracy

Text: How the U.S. Government works…and how it all comes together to make a nation 
Syl Sobel, J.D.

Lesson Title: What is Government in the United States?

Learning Goals: Develop understanding of how and why our government was formed and how its citizens participate

Necessary prior knowledge and skills
  	know the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Environment: pencils, paper, chart or board,  text for each student , study guide (optional)
	access to internet or smart board  for bonus activity

Opening class discussion What do you think of when you hear  ”government” Student response 

	Level 1 Task. 3 minute  Quick write your ideas in a half sheet of paper
	Level 2,3 Task Share with your neighbor your 3 or more ideas on government

SL 3.1 Sharing ideas with the class: Record responses on the board or chart 
		(this is not to be a permanent display)
SL4.1
Anticipated errors and misunderstandings:
	blaming governments  for taxes, problems, waste, not doing enough
	
Teacher Direction Let’s see if we can gain a better understanding of what government is in the United States, what it does, and how citizens participate.

Distribute Texts (and Study Guide) or write questions on the board 

Read pages 4-8 using text to complete study guide or answer questions on your own paper 

	Level 1 read individually 
	Level 2 partner read or read in small group SL3.2
	Level 3 listen as someone reads text to you (highlight or underline key words on 					study guide) SL3.3
As you read, take notes on your study guide or take notes on your notebook paper.

RI 3.1, RI 3.7 SL 3.2
RI 4.1, RI 4.3, RI 4.7


 Questions from Study Guide or can be written on board for students to write their responses on notebook paper

What happened in Philadelphia in 1780s? 

Who was there?                                                                                                   P. 4

Why did they go? 

What problems were they trying to solve? 

What did they want to do?

What kind of government did they create?

What are the 3 main jobs of government

Content Vocabulary: RI 3.4. RI 4.1

	Government
	Constitutional Convention
	Constitution
	Republic
	Representative
	Citizen
          

Bonus Activity:

Search other texts or sources to discover what they called the gathering in Philadelphia?

On the internet, search for AOC.gov signing of the constitution
You will see a picture of what it looked like in Philadelphia in 1780s

Fun Facts about this painting:
It was painted by Howard Chandler Christy in 1940
Howard Chandler Christy lived in Morgan County, Ohio. His home in Duncan Falls is just 	upstream on the Muskingum River.	
The painting is very large 20 feet by 30 feet. It was so large he had to paint it in a sail factory.
Howard Chandler Christy created this painting 150 years after it happened. In order to make the painting correct by showing what each person really looked like (there were no phones or photographs taken in 1780) Howard Christy searched for portraits painted by other artists of these famous men.  In that time important or wealthy people had their portraits painted. It was the only way to record images. Only 2 faces had to be imagined because Howard Chandler Christy could not find any portraits of them.
This painting is now hanging on the wall in the Capital in Washington D.C
	
Summarize: RI 3.2 RI 4.2

Write Today I learned:  individual responses on paper or study guide

        Groups of people everywhere need to live together end solve problems. Our country had many problems to solve when it was a new nation.  The wisest men gathered in Philadelphia to form a government framework that we still use today, our Constitution. Our Government has 3 main parts, each with their own job. Our nation is a republic where citizens elect their   p.5 representatives.



Study Guide Lesson 1                                Name__________________________

Read pages 4-8

What happened in Philadelphia in 1780s? 


Who was there?


Why did they go? 


What problems were they trying to solve? 


What did they want to do?


What kind of government did they create?


What are the 3 main jobs of government?

______________________________,__________________________,_______________________

Content Vocabulary:

	Government

	Constitutional Convention

	Constitution

	Republic

	Representative

	Citizen
          
Today I learned:

