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Subject Social Studies Government Lessons in Democracy

Text: How the U.S. Government works…and how it all comes together to make a nation 
Syl Sobel, J.D.

Lesson Title: The Capital and the Capitol
Learning Goals: Develop an understanding of where our government offices are located.  Discover important qualities a person should have to become President of the United States

Necessary prior knowledge and skills
  	Our National government has 3 branches. Our Nation’s capital is Washington D.C.

Environment: pencils, paper, chart or board, wall map of United States, text for each student , access to internet or smart board  for bonus activity

Opening class discussion

Can we find our Nation’s Capital on the map?

This is where the Congress and President live and work.  

Show 4 minute video PBS Kids Presley Talks about Washington D.C. 

This little video show us many of the buildings and monuments you can visit while in Washington D.C.

Distribute Text pages 26 and 27

Looking at map on page 26
Our text has a diagram that shows many of the buildings in the capital city and the Capitol building where the Congress works.

Spend some time identifying the buildings on the map. 

Some of these buildings are where the cabinet members that we learned about last time have their offices. 

Read page 27
Level 1 read individually RI 3.1
	Level 2 partner read or read in small group SL3.2
	Level 3 listen as someone reads text to you	SL3.3
 For Discussion page 27
	SL 3.2, SL 3.2
	SL 4.1 SL 4.2
Students discuss as a class or in a small group ideas can be brought forward individually or from  groups reporting. Record on a chart or board.

Written Assignment W 3.1. W 4.1
Respond to Discussion prompt on their own notebook paper.

