
Grades 3/4
Subject Social Studies Government Lessons in Democracy   p. 12

Text: How the U.S. Government works…and how it all comes together to make a nation 
Syl Sobel, J.D.

Lesson Title: Congress’ big money decisions

Learning Goal: How the Government gets money  to operate and how they decide to spend it.

Necessary Prior Skills: know that there are 3 branches of government and that the Congress or Legislative Branch makes laws and the budget

Environment: text, pencil, paper 

Let’s Review, last time we learned that Congress has an important job to make the laws.  We learned that there are many steps to the process. We learned that every law starts as a bill, but every bill does not become a law.  

Today we will learn that some of the most important laws that Congress makes are  about money.

Distribute Texts 

Read page 16 As a class or as a small group Discuss to brainstorm items, programs that would be paid for by each category of spending. Some are already listed in the diagram on page 16.  Can you think of others?


	Level 1 read individually RI 3.1
	Level 2 partner read or read in small group SL3.2
	Level 3 listen as someone reads text to you	SL3.3

List on your notebook paper all the government categories.  Some are already on the diagram, others are found by reading page 17

Ideas to consider: 
	School Lunch Program supports purchases of food (in agriculture budget)
	Title IX sports participation for both boys and girls equally
	Title I Academic Support 
	Title II Supporting Effective instruction
	Title III help for non English speakers	
	Title IV Enrichment programs

	Many federal programs match with state and local programs to complete big projects 				like interstate highway improvements

Read Pages 17-19

	Level 1 read individually 
	Level 2 partner read or read in small group SL3.2
	Level 3 listen as someone reads text to you	SL3.3                               p. 13
As you read, list on your notebook paper the government spends money on in each category. After you have a list, rank the items in order of importance. 1 very important….2 less important

After  students have prepared a list and rankings, discuss. Compare your list with your neighbor or small group.  Do you all agree? How can differences be resolved? What is compromise?

RI 3.6, 3.7

Third grade government standards 
	Civic participation skills and laws 9, 10 
	Roles and systems of government 12

Fourth Grade government standards
	Civic participation skills and laws 15,16
	Rules and laws 17
Ideas to discuss: Ri 3.4

What are Taxes?

Who pays taxes? (The main way for government to raise money is through taxes.  There are laws about who pays taxes. Businesses and  individuals pay taxes and there are laws that tell when they must be paid.)

What is the citizen’s role in deciding? (vote for representatives to Congress and President who share your ideas on how taxes and governement spending should be decided for the common good.

What is the common good?

Concluding Activity:

Written response Write your response the the question on page 19.
Opionion Prompt 

W 3.1 introduce topic clearly  include ideas that support you opinion 
Provide reasons to support your opinion 
Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases also, another. more
Provide a concluding statement

W 4.1 introduce topic clearly  include ideas that support you opinion 
Provide reasons, facts and details to support your opinion 
Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases also, for instance, in order to, in addition
Provide a concluding statement

Collect papers from each student for evaluation

