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Subject Social Studies Government Lessons in Democracy

Text: How the U.S. Government works…and how it all comes together to make a nation 
Syl Sobel, J.D.

Lesson Title: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States of America and the 3 branches of government and their jobs, people, and location

Learning Goals: Become familiar with the Preamble and name the 3 branches of government, their jobs, leaders, and the buildings they occupy in Washington D.C.

Necessary prior knowledge and skills.
	know the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
	Constitution is our framework for government created in 1780s
	Washington D. C. Is our nation’s capital
Environment:
	pencils, paper or 12 notecards, string or yarn, wire coat hangar, scissors, hole punch
	text for each student text pages 9-11
	access to internet or smart board for You tube video School House Rock 	the Preamble.
	
Last time we learned that our Constitution divides our government into 3 parts. Each part is called a branch of government.  
Today we will discover that each branch of government has  a job, people responsible, and a place in Washington D.C

Let’s begin at the beginning.  If you turn to your text page 9 , you will see a likeness of the first part of the Constitution of the United States of America.  The very first part is called the Preamble.  It is hard to read so here is a little movie to help you know what it says.

Internet: You tube video School House Rock “the Preamble.”

If you can’t access the internet you can read it to the class. This is the first paragraph of the Constitution.
(simplified version)
“to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, [and] promote the general Welfare.”
(actual version)
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this  Constitution for the United States of America                                                                p. 7

This tells the jobs of the government and the purpose of the Constitution.

RI 3.4,  RI 4.4
Turning to page 10 and 11 read about each branch of government, create a set of 3 cards for each branch, including Name of Branch, Title of people who do that job, and the name of the building where they work in Washington D. C. 



Activity: Individually or with a group create a mobile or chart  that demonstrates the names, roles and locations of the three branches.


RI 3.7, RI 4.2
Ohio Learning Standards Roles and Systems of Government grades 3 (12) and 4 (19)

	Legislative Branch
	Executive Branch
	Judicial Branch

	Congress
	President of the United States
	Federal and Supreme Courts

	Capitol Building
House of Representatives
Senate
	White House
Executive office buildings
	Federal Courthouses and Supreme Court

	Makes Laws 
	Commands military, (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marie Corp, Coast Guard)
Represents the United States in meeting with leaders of other countries
And many other jobs the Constitution and laws give to them 
	Decide disagreements. Decide  if people broke the law and how to punish them if they did, and determine what laws mean


Cards should include, name of branch, people involved, and location in Washington D.C.

Cards can be hole punched, tied together and onto hangar to form a mobile or pasted to a chart.

Alternative activity: Create set of cards pictured above. Place them in a pile. Have students draw cards and place them in the corresponding branch of government to make a set.

SL3.1 ,SL 4.3
For Discussion Page 11

Students engage in brief discussion of question presented in the text.

W 3.2, W4.1 
Today I learned:                                                                                          p. 8




Level 1 On a half sheet of notebook paper write what I learned today.
Level 2 Share with your partner or group 3 things you learned today so they can write it down for you
Level 3 Orally respond by identifying the branch of government that corresponds to job, people who lead that job, or location 










	Legislative Branch
	Executive Branch
	Judicial Branch

	Congress
	President of the United States
	Federal and Supreme Courts

	Capitol Building
House of Representatives
Senate
	White House
Executive office buildings
	Federal Courthouses and Supreme Court

	Makes Laws 
	Commands military, (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marie Corp, Coast Guard)
Represents the United States in meeting with leaders of other countries
And many other jobs the Constitution and laws give to them 
	Decide disagreements. Decide  if people broke the law and how to punish them if they did, and determine what laws mean














	




