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Text: How the U.S. Government works…and how it all comes together to make a nation 
Syl Sobel, J.D.

Lesson Title: Congress Who, What, When, Where, and  Why
		How a Bill becomes a Law

Learning Goal: There are two groups in the Legislative Branch.  The Two Houses of Congress are Senate and House of Representatives. They have two important jobs. Today we will learn about the job of making laws and how citizens can be involved in our democracy.
Necessary prior knowledge and skills
	know that there are 3 branches of government

Environment text, pencil, paper, or study guide 
Ohio Learning Standards grade 3 Rules and Laws 11,Roles and Systems of Government 12
Ohio Learning Standards grade 4 Rules and Laws17 and 18, Roles and Systems of Government 19

Let's Review, last time we learned that there are 3 branches of government; executive, judicial, and legislative.  Today we will focus only on the legislative branch and their important job of making laws.

Distribute Texts (and Study Guide) or write questions on the board 
	Name the two groups of Congress
	
	Who can become a Senator of Representative? (page 12 paragraph 2)

	How do they get the job? (page 12 paragraph 2)

	How are citizens involved? (page 12 paragraph 2)

	How long does their job or Term last?  (page 12 paragraph 2) 
 					House of Representatives___________
					Senate________
							
	What do we call this system of government? (page 12 paragraph 2)

	What is the name of the building in the picture on page 13?



Read pages 12-13 using text to complete study guide or answer questions on your own paper RI 3.1,RI 3.4, RI 3.7 SL 3.2
RI 4.1, RI 4.3, RI 4.4, 4.5 RI 4.7

Level 1 read individually 
	Level 2 partner read or read in small group SL3.2
	Level 3 listen as someone reads text to you	SL3.3 identify the answers to the questions 				to a classmate or helper ( text may be read in small sections to aid in memory or     		location of answers; see page numbers in ( )aboveSTUDY GUIDE	p.11		





STUDY GUIDE				Name___________________________
Read pages 12-13 using text to complete study guide or answer questions on your own paper

Name the two groups of Congress.

1___________________________________________________________________________________

2___________________________________________________
	
Who can become a Senator of Representative? (page 12 paragraph 2)

____________________________________________________________________________________

How do they get the job? (page 12 paragraph 2)


___________________________________________________________________________________

How are citizens involved? (page 12 paragraph 2)


____________________________________________________________________________________

How long does their job or Term last?  (page 12 paragraph 2) 
 					House of Representatives___________
					Senate________
							
What do we call this system of government? (page 12 paragraph 2) ________________________


What is the name of the building in the picture on page 13? _______________________________

——————————————————————————————————————————
Word Bank

Elected  by voters			Senate			citizen

Democracy				Capitol			House of Representatives

2 years				6 years			voting in elections
												P12


Grade 3 Ohio Learning Standards Civic Participation and Skills 
	Rules and Laws 9, Laws 9
	Roles and Systems of Government 12
Grade 4 Ohio Learning Standards Civic Participation and Skills 
	Rules and Laws 15, 17

SL 3., SL3.2
SL 4.1 SL 4.2

Read aloud to Class Page 15 and paragraph 1 and 2 on page 16
Guided Reading Following a flow chart

Study and read together page 14 in the text. 

Answer the following questions  in discussion format
RI 3 .4 RI 3.7
Looking at the steps in the process can you draw any conclusions?

Who can suggest a Bill?________________

Are Laws easy to pass?__________________________

What is the first step?___________________________

What are the roadblocks?_________________________

Who has to sign a bill after it passes both houses?___________________________

What is it called if the Bill is not signed?_______________________________

What can happen next?________________________________

Internet source School House Rock how a bill becomes law.

   	 Goggle search” Schoolhouse rock I’m Just a Blll “

	Short video clip 3 min.
W 3.1			
W 4.1
Today I learned:  Write a brief response to these prompts

3 facts about Congress


One observation about how a Bill becomes Law 


