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	The essay directly addresses the chosen topic and establishes a thesis statement in the first paragraph
	The essay directly addresses the chosen topic. 
	The essay generally addresses a chosen topic. 
	The essay is confusing and does not address a chosen topic
	

	The essay has several supporting statements that logically support the thesis statement and shows a choice of sequencing to support the topic. 
	The essay has several supporting statements.
	The statements do not specifically support the main thesis or the topic selected. 
	There are no real supporting statements or the essay is off topic.
	

	The essay uses vocabulary and sentence structure that contribute to the overall logic of the essay. 
	There is nothing about the structure of the essay that distracts from it’s main point. 
	The vocabulary and sentence structure do not really support the logic of the essay. 
	The essay is confusing. 
	

	A conclusion logically follows from the thesis statement and supporting detail. The conclusion signals the close of the essay. 
	There is a logical conclusion to the essay. 
	The conclusion is loosely connected to the topic. 
	There is no conclusion
	

	MUGS (mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling) are generally correct. 
	Few mistakes are made with MUGS.
	The mistakes made in MUGS not distract from the readability of the essay. 
	The errors in MUGS make understanding the essay difficult. 
	

	
	
	
	
	






