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Representative Democracy Definition p. 40
In a representative democracy, the people elect officials to create and vote on laws, policies, and other matters of government on their behalf. Representative democracy is the opposite of direct democracy, in which the people themselves vote on every law or policy considered at every level of government. Representative democracy like in the US is used in larger countries where the number of citizens voting would make direct democracy unmanageable. 
Common characteristics of representative democracy include:
· The powers of the elected representatives are defined by a constitution that establishes the basic laws of the government.
· An independent body, such as the U.S. Supreme Court, may have the power to declare laws enacted by the representatives to be unconstitutional.
Representative democracy stands out in sharp contrast to forms of government such as totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and fascism, which allow the people little to no elected representation.
Pros (the positive) and Cons (the negative) of Representative Democracy
Representative democracy is the most prevalent form of government. As such, it has both advantages and disadvantages to the government and the people.
Pros
It's efficient and saves time and money: A single elected official represents the desires of a large number of people. In the U.S., for example, just two Senators represent all of the people in their states. 
The people of each of the country’s political subdivisions (state, district, region, etc.) choose the representatives who will make their voices heard by the national government. Should those representatives fail to meet the expectations of their constituents, the voters can replace them in the next election. P. 41
It encourages participation: When people are confident that they have a say in their government's decisions, they are more likely to remain aware of issues affecting their country and vote.
ADD TWO MORE PROS
1.


2.


Cons
It's not always reliable: The votes of elected officials in a representative democracy may not always reflect the will of the people. The elected officials do not have to vote the way the people who elected them want them to vote. 
It can become inefficient: Governments shaped by representative democracy may develop into massive organizations, which are notoriously slow to take action. .
It can invite bad people: Candidates may lie on issues or policy goals in order to achieve political power. While in office, some politicians try to make money for themselves instead of doing what is right for the country.
ADD TWO MORE CONS
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2.


Conclusion p. 42
A representative democracy should be a government that is created “by the people, for the people.” However, its success in doing so depends on the people’s freedom to express their wishes and the character of the representatives.
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